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HAPPY NEW YEAR

Happy 2017 to all of you! My hope and
resolution for this next year, that has no
mistakes, no things to be sorry for, yet, and
the hope of things going well, is to pay
attention to the little things! I want to
remember to be thankful for and take joy in
all the people and things and circumstances
I encounter! I want to remember that God is
already present in my tomorrows! I can
appreciate a sunset or sunrise, a
grandchild’s delight in something, a smile
from a stranger, the amazing form of the
vegetable I will prepare for dinner, the fact
that I can taste and enjoy many different
foods. I want to live with no regrets. I want
to love my neighbor in a way that will please
my God! I want to get up every morning
remembering to praise Him, thank Him for
all He has blessed me with, and to ask for
the things I see needed in many lives. He
tells us that we do not have because we do
not ask. So in 2017 I intend to be asking for
more and more. I realize that I need to ask
in HIs will, but I want my family and friends
to be blessed beyond measure, so I think
that means I’d better remember to be in
prayer.
I hope and pray that all your days will be
richly blessed in this new year!
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A New Year With The Lord
A new year is about to unfold
With new opportunities to explore
Doors will open for new experiences,
New adventures with the Lord
Remember not the former things,
The things of this past year,
The Lord will do new things in us,
Much more than we are aware
For He will make a way for us
As we put our trust in Him
And He will guide our every step
By His presence we have within
What God has placed within our hearts,
We find we'll be able to do
If we look for the opportunities,
We'll see the door to go through
We mustn't let anything hold us back
But rise up and take our place
And be all that God wants us to be
With a fresh touch of His grace
By M.S.Lowndes
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New Beginnings Make New Endings
Cathy Irvin
I recently saw this quote, "No one can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and
make a new ending" (Unknown). I really began to think about that statement. The conclusion was that
we don't start over; but we begin again right where we are, making things better in our lives.
As a believer in Christ, it is not about saying I will do this and I won't do that and then dropping the idea
or falling short. It is more about asking the Lord to help us each day, to fall deeper and deeper in love
with Him. This way our focus will be set on the things of heaven and not on all this earthly stuff.
If I were to make a New Year resolution, it would be to have a deeper commitment, a deeper love, and a
deeper worship for the Lord. In the beginning of this past year, He spoke to me in that still small voice in
prayer and said, "I am more than enough. I am more than enough in every area of your life." He also said
to tell others the same thing.
This year I am determined to make Him my all and all. He wants our undivided attention in spite of the
distractions and temptations that lie waiting around the corner. He has to be our main focus.
How we will end this year will be determined by how we started it. Did we want to get more "INTIMATE"
with the lover of our soul? I looked up the word intimacy and the meaning is to be close, familiar, very
personal and private.
Do you want a new ending this year? How do you want the ending of your life? If you're not a Christian,
please know that this could be the best New Year of your life. Your life can be filled with hope and peace.
To know what the ending will be is an extra bonus. Why should every year be the same as the one before
with nothing really changing? After all, the New Year resolutions may or may not get accomplished.
If you are a Christian and you feel stagnate in your relationship with the Lord, then now is the time to
rekindle the love affair with Him. He calls us to Himself and says, "Come away my beloved." Can you hear
Him? He is tugging at your heart. The real ending in our life will be when Jesus says well done my good
and faithful servant. That statement will be for someone who took the time to get to know Him, love
Him, and that obediently followed Him.
If you have an article that you would like to have in the
women’s newsletter, please email it to:
lovelifelovejesus@yahoo.com or give it to Laura Atherton
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God Never Leaves Us
"One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord. Many scenes from my life
flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,
other times there was one only.
This bothered me because I noticed that during the low periods of my life, when I was suffering
from anguish, sorrow or defeat, I could see only one set of footprints, so I said to the Lord,
“You promised me Lord, that if I followed you, you would walk with me always. But I have
noticed that during the most trying periods of my life there has only been one set of footprints
in the sand. Why, when I needed you most, have you not been there for me?”
The Lord replied, “The years when you have seen only one set of footprints, my child, is when I
carried you.”
The above is a thought written by Mary Stevenson in 1936, but its truth is eternal. If your
experience is like mine, sometimes it seems that God has left us alone to deal with the floods
that occasionally sweep over us. Finances do not meet expenses. News from the stress test
reminds us that this human body will wear out. A loved one has been snatched from our life
through a horrible accident. These things happen to us all. And we can feel very much alone.
Even Jesus, as he hung dying on the cross, cried out in dismay that he. at that moment, felt
alone and forsaken by God.
But as surely as Good Friday was followed by Easter Resurrection Sunday, so too in our lives
we can move through difficulties knowing that Sunday is coming. Jesus said he would always
be with us--through thick and thin. When things look hopeful, and when there is no light at all
in the darkness of our lives. When the cancer is in total remission, and when it is inoperable.
When we are surrounded by family, and when it seems that nobody cares enough to call. God
stands with us in all of life. Sometimes he sits like a quiet friend and shares our tears.
Sometimes he must dance with us in joy. Sometimes he lifts us up and carries us on the way.
Sometimes I think he even hits us on the head with a club, just to get our attention. But be
assured that our loving and redeeming God is always with us. If we love Him, he is with us. If
we curse Him, he is with us. If we scream that he has deserted us, he is with us. "Love, that
will not let me go..." is the first line of my favorite hymn. Probably because I need to be
reminded again and again.
__________________________________
"Be still my soul, the Lord is on your side.
Bear Patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to they God to order and provide,
In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still my soul, thy best, thy heavenly friend.
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end."
_________________________________
PRAYER: Faithful Father, thank you for your constant presence in our lives. Sometimes we don't
see or feel that presence when storm clouds hang over us. In those moments remind us that
nothing can separate us from your love. Amen
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2017
Deuteronomy 15:10
"Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your
work and in everything you put your hand to."
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Wednesday Thursday
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Stitching Club
9:30 am. to 12:30 pm *

Ladies Bible Study
6:15 pm ***
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Stitching Club
9:30 am. to 12:30 pm *

Ladies Bible Study
6:15 pm ***
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Stitching Club
9:30 am. to 12:30 pm *

Ladies Bible Study
6:15 pm ***

31
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Stitching Club
9:30 am. to 12:30 pm *
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Birthday
Bunch
lunch
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26
BUNCO
NITE
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and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:13-14New International Version (NIV)
*Stitching Club meets at Fry’s Coffee Shop 1695 Willow Pass Rd Concord
***Ladies Bible Study meets in library Studying”Daniel by Beth Moore
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Happy New Year
Find and circle all the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell the name of a popular location for
celebrating New Year’s Eve.

APPETIZERS
BABIES
BALLOONS
BANNERS
BUFFET
CELEBRATE
CHAMPAGNE
CONFETTI
DANCE
DAY ONE

DECORATIONS
END OF
DECEMBER
EVENTS
FAMILY
FATHER TIME
FEAST
FESTIVITIES
FIREWORKS
FIRST OF
JANUARY
FRIENDS

HATS
HOLIDAY
HORNS
KISS
MIDNIGHT
MUSIC
NEW YEARS
DAY
NEW YEARS
EVE
NOISEMAKERS
OCCASION
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PARADES
PARTY
PUNCH
RESOLUTIONS
SINGING
STREAMERS
THIRTY FIRST
TIARAS
WINE
YEAR IN
REVIEW

